Lateral Ovarian Transposition before Radiation Treatment of Hodgkin Disease
Preservation of ovarian function by repositioning the ovaries out of the irradiation field is suggested in women of reproductive age before pelvic radiotherapy for cervical cancer or Hodgkin disease. In women with Hodgkin disease this is usually done at the time of staging laparotomy. A 21-year-old woman with stage IIIa Hodgkin disease underwent repositioning of the ovaries during staging laparotomy, but before planned irradiation therapy it was noted that the ovaries were back in their normal anatomic position. Outpatient laparoscopic lateral transposition of the ovaries was performed without complication. Five years after pelvic irradiation she still has normal ovarian function. In selected women with malignancy and planned irradiation therapy, laparoscopy is an alternative to laparotomy to preserve ovarian function by lateral ovarian transposition.